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Ryan focuses on economy’s problems
If the Romneys were 

Tuesday’s headliners at 
the Republican National 
Convention (RNC,) then Wis. 
Rep. Paul Ryan’s speech, offi-
cially accepting his vice presi-
dential candidate nomination, 
was the highlight of the night 
Wednesday.

“I accept the duty to help 
lead our nation out of a jobs 
crisis and help lead us back 
to prosperity,” Ryan said. 
“After four years of getting a  
runaround, America needs a 
turnaround.”

Ryan’s speech came after 
a night of notable speakers, 
including former presidential 
candidate and Ariz. Sen. John 
McCain, former Ark. Gov. Mike 
Huckabee and Ky. Sen. Rand 
Paul, son to former presiden-
tial hopeful Ron Paul. Most 
keynote speakers Wednesday, 
including Ryan, continued 
to focus on the state of the 
economy and the failures of 

President Barack Obama’s  
policies. 

“President Barack Obama 
came to office during an  
economic crisis, as he has 
reminded us a time or two,” 
Ryan said. “Right now, 23  
million men and women 
are struggling to find work;  
Twenty-three million people, 
unemployed orunderemployed. 
Nearly one-in-six Americans 
are living in poverty.”

Evan Eastman, a member of 
USF College Republicans, said 
he anxiously awaited Ryan’s 
speech and watched it live on 
C-SPAN.

“I was really fired up when 
I heard he’d be the VP nomi-
nee,” Eastman said. “He brings 
something to the table that will 
resonate with students.”

For Eastman, much of his 
focus is also on problems with 
the economy. Eastman said 
Ryan is the man for the job.

“He’s brilliant in the field 
of economics — he has a 
vast field of knowledge on  
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College students and young 
adults were put at the forefront 
of one Republican National 
Convention (RNC) event yesterday 
afternoon, which focused on issues 
such as the economy, education 
and young peoples’ role in the 
political process. 

One of the many subjects raised 
at this event, Conversations with 
the Next Generation, was why col-
lege students are disinterested in 
voting and how this affects them 
politically.

Matt Segal, a political activist 
and the president of Our Time, 
a nonprofit of young adults who 
work for voter and economic 
causes, said legislators are not as 

concerned about college students 
because they vote infrequently. 

“A lot of legislators figure there 
are the fewest amount of politi-
cal consequences when they 
defund higher education,” he said. 
“Because they say ‘young people 
don’t vote,’ and ‘I know if I take 
money out of Medicare or … Social 
Security or … a program in which 
a constituency group of frequent 
voters depends on, I’ll face major 
consequences.”

USF Tampa lost $36.9 million, 
or 21 percent of its base budget, 
in state funding this year. The USF 
System as a whole lost $46 million, 
and the Florida State University 
System (SUS) lost $300 million of 
its budget. 

Segal said there are two major 
reasons why college students  
rarely vote. Young adults of this 

generation have lost faith in the  
legislative system because 
of the culture of high-speed  
communication and personal 
service, which seems to be at odds 
with that system.

“So people do not understand 
why it takes months and months 
and years and years to pass  
legislation,” Segal said. “There’s all 
this fighting and hypertension, and 
meanwhile they just want to see 
instant results.”

Segal said that restrictive new 
voting laws, such as voter ID  
restrictions in Pennsylvania, also 
discourage young adults from vot-
ing. Yet he also said that since 
2000, there have been only eight 
instances of voter fraud nation-
ally, and many of these occurred 
accidentally by former felons who 
didn’t know they lost their right 

to vote.
USF student body President 

Brian Goff was another featured 
speaker at the RNC event, and he 
said he agreed with Segal’s stance 
on voting laws. He also spoke about 
how he thought education should 
be improved.

Goff stressed the importance 
of parental guidance and counsel-
ing on career fields and majors 
for students starting college, so 
they wouldn’t have to change 
their majors several times and 
prolong their education. He also 
favored majors with one clear 
and specific course rather than an  
interdisciplinary set of subjects 
leading to a degree. 

“Interdisciplinary degrees are 
great in theory, I think,” Goff said. 
“That’s kind of a wide array. But 

Speakers offer new insight on youth issues 
By Margarita Abramova
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Wis. Rep. Paul Ryan accepts the vice presidential nomination 
Wednesday night. ORACLE PHOTO/DIEDRA RODRIGUEZ



Now that the fall semester 
has begun, freshmen on  
campus are just getting a taste 
of what college is really like, 
experiencing what all students 
must learn at one point or 
another.  

The Oracle talked with four 
freshmen — Nestor Gamez, 
majoring in biomedical scienc-
es, McKinzie Step, majoring in 
English, Sean Cleland, major-
ing in criminology and John 
Wilson, majoring in political 
science — about their impres-
sions of campus life so far, 
and will continue to check in 
with them as they traverse 
their first semester as college 
students. 

The Oracle: Why did you 
pick USF?

Step: It felt right. I got into 
UF, but USF was calling my 
name. I also couldn’t picture 
myself in blue and orange; I 
prefer the green and gold.

Gamez: It’s so diverse, and 
everyone seems to love it here. 
There’s so much energy.

O: What do you miss most 
about home?

Step: My cat and my friends. 
A lot of my friends don’t go 

here. I lived across from a high 
school, and I miss being able 
to pop in over there and see 
people.

Gamez: My mother and her 
home-cooked meals.

O: How many times have 
you gotten lost?

Step: Like, 50.
Wilson: A couple, to be 

honest. More so during the 
summer, especially trying to 
find my international relations 
class in Cooper Hall. I never 
heard of it before, but once I 
found that, the rest was pretty 
easy. I also had some trouble 
finding places to eat.

Gamez: The one time I got 
lost, I was on my way to my 
pre calc class and ended up 
going around in circles looking 
for the building.

O: What do you look for-
ward to most about college?

Cleland: Definitely all the 
football games. It looks awe-
some.

Step: All the chances to 
meet people. I’ve already met 
so many people, and I know 
it’s just going to keep happen-
ing.

O: What’s your most mem-
orable college experience so 
far?

Cleland: Losing my key. That 

blew. I dropped my key, and I 
still don’t know where it is. I 
didn’t have my roommate’s 
number, and I didn’t know 
where to go. I had to ask like a 
million different people where 
I could get a replacement, and 
then I had to pay for it.

Gamez: My day today, three 
back-to-back classes. I couldn’t 
find the class, the professor 
had a bad accent and I got to 
class late and there were no 
seats because there (were) like 
400 kids, so I had to sit on the 
floor. I didn’t understand any 
of the notes — it looked like 
hieroglyphics.

Oracle photos/Alex Rosenthal

T H U R S DAY, AU G U S T  3 0 , 2 0 1 2   ●    T H E  O R AC L E 2THE ORACLE  

SERVICE GUIDE

The Oracle is published Monday through Thursday  
during the fall and spring semesters, and twice weekly, 
Monday and Thursday, during the summer.

The Oracle allocates one free issue to each student. 
Additional copies are $.50 each and available at the 
Oracle office (SVC 0002).

CORRECTIONS
The Oracle will correct or clarify factual errors. 
Contact Editor in Chief Divya Kumar at 974-5190.

ONLINE:  www.usforacle.com

Main . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 974-2617
Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     974-5190
News . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    974-1888
Sports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  974-2842
Montage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  974-2398
Entertainment . . . . . . . . .     974-2398
Advertising. . . . . . . . . . . . .  974-2620
Classified . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  974-6242

BY PHONE

Editor in Chief
Divya Kumar

(813) 974-5190

editorinchief@usforacle.com

Managing Editor
Hannah Feig

(813) 974-1888

oraclemeditor@gmail.com

News Editor
Meghan Mangrum

(813) 974-1888

news@usforacle.com

Asst. News Editor
Margarita Abramova

Sports Editor
Rames Ali
(813) 974-2842

sports@usforacle.com

Montage Editor
Ashley Konrad

(813) 974-2398

montage@usforacle.com

Opinion Editor
Zein Kattih

opinion@usforacle.com

Scene & Heard Editor
Ashley Konrad

sceneandheard@usforacle.com

Photo Editors
Tony Gordon and  
Jasmine Abney 

Web Editor
Diedra Rodriguez

Copy Chief
Brittany Cerny

Graphic Arts Manager
Gary Jennings

Business Manager
Kimberly Schwartz

First days for four freshmen
governmental economics,” 
Eastman said. “Students will 
take note of Ryan’s message 
and hopefully he has the energy 
of someone a young person  
will like.”

Many Republicans, includ-
ing Eastman, believe Ryan will 
bring youth and energy to the 
Mitt Romney ticket. College stu-
dents, at least, can recognize 
that Ryan acknowledged their 
plight during his speech.

“Millions of young Americans 
have graduated from college 
during the Obama presidency, 
ready to use their gifts and get 
going in life,” Ryan said. “Half 
of them cannot find the work 
they studied for, or work at all.”

Ryan even mentioned the 
new trend of young college 
graduates who have moved 
back to their parent’s homes, 
nicknamed “boomerangers.” 

“College graduates should not 
have to live out their 20s in their 
childhood bedrooms, staring up 
at fading Obama posters and 
wondering when they can move 
out and get going with life,” 
Ryan said. 

Though not offering definite 
solutions in his speech, Ryan 
did set goals for a Romney-Ryan 
administration, including  
generating 12 million new jobs, 
keeping federal spending at 20 
percent of GDP and limiting 
government. 

“After four years of govern-
ment trying to divide up the 
wealth, we will get America cre-
ating wealth again,” Ryan said.

Ryan’s speech is arguably 
one of the last significant events 
of the RNC this week, before 
Romney accepts his nomination 
tonight. 

“My dad used to say to me 
‘Son you have a choice, you can 
be part of the problem, or you 
can be part of the solution,” 
Ryan said. “The present admin-
istration has made its choices, 
and Mitt Romney and I have 
made ours.”
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we need to get down to degrees 
that are more specific and more 
focused on the area they’re going 
to be going into.”

Goff and Segal were two 
of about 11 speakers at the  
two-hour event, which was held 
at the Improv Comedy Theater in 
Ybor City. Other issues that speak-
ers touched on included the role 
of education and how it might be 
different if former Mass. Gov. Mitt 
Romney became president, as well 
as jobs and financial security for 
young Americans.

Most of the audience members 
were young adults from universities 
around the country and news, non-
profit and activist organizations.

Kristin Bradstreet, a senior  
majoring in political science 
and chair of the USF College 
Republicans, said she hadn’t yet 
heard a lot concerning the issue of 
education.

“This is the first time I got a 
whole spillfull of it — first time this 
election, first time this week,” she 
said. “All I’ve been hearing is the 
economy, and that’s what I think 
the No. 1 issue is.”

YOUTH
Continued from PAGE 1

N. Gamez

M. Step

S. Cleland

J. Wilson




