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FOUR MORE YEARS

After months of cam-
paigning and anticipation, 
President Barack Obama 
was declared the winner of 
the 2012 election.

With 303 electoral col-
lege votes for Obama and 
206 for former Mass. Gov. 
Mitt Romney, it was clear 
before midnight that Obama 
had won his second term in 
office.

The election ran close 
across the country, espe-
cially in battleground states 
such as Florida, Ohio, 

Virginia, and the Carolinas. 
Obama won the majority of 
heavily vetted states, includ-
ing Ohio and Iowa, while 
Romney took North Carolina 
with 51 percent of the vote, 
according to the New York 
Times. At the time of print, 
Florida’s results had yet to 
be declared. 

Lowell Harris, professor of 
humanities, paced back and 
forth in the Marshall Student 
Center (MSC) Amphitheater 
as he watched results roll in 
and fought back tears. Harris 
had been worried because 
of how close the election 
was going to be.

“It renewed my faith in 

America,” he said. “It shows 
that (Americans) have this 
innate intelligence and love 
of democracy.”

“I’ve been anxious the 
past few weeks,” Harris said. 
“(But) if we can put in Nixon 
and George W. Bush for a 
second term, we can defi-
nitely re-elect Obama.”

Romney conceded the 
election at approximately 
12:55 a.m., addressing his 
supporters and congratulat-
ing the president, the first 
lady and their daughters.

“I pray that the president 
will be successful guiding 
our nation,” he said. 

Obama wins second term Students celebrate results
By Meghan Mangrum
N E W S  E D I T O R

n See OBAMA on PAGE 7

Previously sprawled on 
blankets across the grassy 
knoll outside the USF 
Bookstore, students jumped 
into chants of “Four more 
years! Four more years!” 
that could be heard as far 
as the USF Library when 
President Barack Obama 
was declared the winner of 
the 2012 election. 

Tears streamed down the 
face of Alexandra Ernest, a 
senior majoring in women 
and gender studies, as she 
heard the news at the elec-

tion watch party held out-
side the Marshall Student 
Center (MSC). 

“I feel relieved that 
Obama won,” she said. “I 
now feel that the progress 
that was made and the 
issues addressed over the 
last four years were not in 
vein.”

By day, students streamed 
consistently through the 
MSC, but by night, hun-
dreds gathered to watch 
the results announced at a 
watch party sponsored by 
Student Government, Kappa 
Iota chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta, Omega Phi Beta and 
the NAACP.  

The vibrancy of human 
spirit brought out by the 
atmosphere of political activ-
ism — from Republicans 
and Democrats alike — on 
Election Day was on full 
display through the day on 
Tuesday.

In the late hours of the 
night, while politicians and 
analysts were counting votes, 
the largely Democratic-
leaning audience cheered 
as they watched states turn 
blue on ABC News with the 
occasional cheer for a red 
state. 

Not everyone was 
as thrilled by President 

By Roberto Roldan and 
Alex Rosenthal
W R I T E R S
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See MSC PRECINCT on PAGE 2 See RESULTS BREAKDOWN on PAGE 6 See VOTING DIFFICULTIES on PAGE 3 To view extended election coverage,  
including photo galleries and videos, visit  
www.usforacle.com/news/election-2012.
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Florida Amendment Results
No. of YES votes

PASSED

 

DID NOT 
PASS

*Note: Amendments require 60 percent to pass.
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Health Care Services 
YES - 48.43%  NO - 51.57%

Veterans Disabled Due to Combat �
Injury; Homestead Property Tax Discount
YES - 62.97%  NO - 37.03%

State Government Revenue Limitation 
YES - 42.21%  NO - 57.79%

Property Tax Limitations; Property Value 
�Decline; Reduction for Nonhomestead 

�Assessment Increases; Delay of Scheduled 
�Repeal

 YES - 42.89%  NO - 57.11%

State Courts
 YES - 36.77%  NO - 63.23%

Prohibition on Public Funding of

 �Abortions; Construction of

 

Abortion Rights 
YES - 44.82%  NO - 55.18%

Religious Freedom

 YES - 44.38%  NO - 55.62%

Homestead Property Tax Exemption for 

�
Surviving Spouse of Military Veteran or

 �
First Responder
YES - 61.44%  NO - 38.56%

Tangible Personal Property Tax Exemption
YES - 45.3%  NO - 54.7%

Additional Homestead Exemption; Low-Income 
Seniors Who Maintain Long-Term Residency

 

on Property; Equal to Assesed Value 
YES - 61%  NO - 39%

Appointment of Student Body President to

 

Board of Governors of the State University

 

System

 

YES - 41.36%  NO - 58.64%

Obama’s win, however. 
Alex Barrientls, a sophomore 

majoring in international business 
said he felt “distraught and hope-
less” for his future after college. 

Kristen Bradstreet, president of 
College Republicans and a senior 
majoring in political science, said 
she spent the day hours doing 
last minute campaigning for the 
Romney campaign.  

“We’ve been working super 
hard,” she said. 

When ABC News reported 
that Florida’s Amendment 6, the 
amendment which would ban pub-
lic funding for abortions, the lawns 
cheered loudly. 

Sergio Perez, a senior majoring 
in psychology, who attended the 
watch party said he enjoyed the 

watching the results come in with 
a large group.

“I’m not very political savvy, but 
they have a panel and all the stuff 
on the lawn and it’s all very unify-
ing,” he said. “If I wasn’t here, I’d 
probably just be at home. Instead 
they are offering this very commu-
nal event.”

Students cheered, chanted and 
cried during the most anticipated 
moment of the night when ABC 
News declared Obama the victor, 
moments after CNN and other 
news outlets on the wall of the USF 
Bookstore.

Colton Canton, president of 
College Democrats and a junior 
majoring in political science and 
English, said there were lots of 
cheers at the watch party he attend-
ed when Obama’s re-election was 
announced.

“It’s a good time for Democrats,” 
he said. 

STUDENTS
Continued from PAGE 1

Kiki Caruson, professor in the 
Department of Government and 
International Affairs, said she pre-
dicted that Obama might win by 
electoral, but not popular (or actual 
individual) votes. 

“I think we expected that Romney 
would do well on older, white, sub-
urban voters and has so. Obama 
has done better than expected with 
Hispanic voters, African-American 
voters and young voters,” Caruson 
said.

But Obama’s ultimate success will 
be determined by the outcomes of 
the smaller elections, she said. 

“I think a lot hinges in the House 
and Senate,” Caruson said. “If 
Obama serves with the majority in 
Congress it will be a lot easier for 
him to pursue policies and programs 
that he’s talked about in the cam-
paign. If we ended up with a situa-

tion of divided government… he’d 
have a tougher time holding up his 
agenda.”

Other Florida elections were 
decided earlier in the night with 
U.S. Senator Bill Nelson (D) retain-
ing his position with a 55 percent 
win over Connie Mack (R). Of the 11 
constitutional amendments on the 
ballot, only Amendments 2, 9 and 
11 passing. 

“I think many people just opted on 
‘no’ on the amendments,” Caruson 
said. “There were so many… there’s 
a bit of fatigue on amendments 
among voters, we’ve had so many 
changes to the constitution that have 
been put through in referendum.”

Harris said he hopes to see more 
of Obama’s policies in regards to 
regulating the financial industry and 
dealing with the economy, but said 
he is confident that things will work 
out better than if Romney had been 
elected. 

“Romney has said bye-bye Big 

Bird and PBS, bye-bye women’s 
rights,” Harris said. “If Romney had 
won, American corporations (would 
have) again owned this country.”

Evan Eastman, self-proclaimed 
libertarian conservation and a senior 
majoring in finance and economics, 
was disappointed in the result.

“It is not in my favor, but it is what 
it is,” Eastman said. “Whatever bad 
things happen, the American people 
asked for it… It was really close, I did 
expect it to be that close because it 
was a hard fought campaign.”

Some, including Dick Greco, for-
mer Hillsborough County mayor, 
were just excited that the campaign 
season had come to an end.

“It doesn’t matter who comes 
out tonight, what matters is we’ve 
got to come together as a nation,” 
Greco said.

— Additional reporting by 
Elizabeth Engasser, Roberto Roldan, 
Brittany Mulligan and Alex Rosenthal
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National Results
Electoral votes
* At time of print

Florida

Hillsborough County

MSC Precinct 353

Local Elections

Romney
206

Obama
303
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U.S. 
Senator

42.25%  Connie Mack (REP)
55.21%  Bill Nelson (DEM)
1.54%  Bill Gaylor (NPA)
1%  Chris Borgia (NPA)

29.77%  Evelio “EJ” Otero (REP)
70.23%  Kathy Castor (DEM)

54.17%  Tom Lee (REP)
45.83%  Elizabeth Belcher (DEM)

44%  Rich Glorioso (REP)
56%  Craig Latimer (DEM)

43%  Terry Kemple
57%  Carol W. Kurdell

42%  Margaret Iuculano (REP)
58%  Kevin Beckner (DEM)

43%  Ronda Storms (REP)
52%  Bob Henriquez (DEM)
1%  James DeMio (NPA)
4%  Robert Townsend (NPA)

50.91%  Ross Spano (REP)
49.09%  Gail Gottlieb (DEM)

Romney
49.19%

Obama
49.95%

Other third parties  0.34%
Johnson (LBT)  0.53%

Romney
29.1%

Obama
67.88%

Other third parties  0.46%

Stein (GRE)  0.61%

Johnson (LBT)  1.99%

Romney
46.3%Obama

52.7%

Other third parties  0.2%
Johnson (LBT)  0.6%




